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Subject: Serological Testing for COVID-19

In reference to the DHCA Alert: Guidelines for COVID-19
Serology test issued by on 1% July 2020 regarding
“Coronavirus Disease 19 (COVID19) Serologic Test
Recommendations- 1st Edition”; and to streamline all efforts
against fighting COVID-19 and provide better health care
services, we would like to draw attention to the following

points:

e Serologic testing should not be used for the diagnosis of
acute COVID-19 infection nor to make decisions about

returning persons to the workplace.

e Serologic Testing for COVID-19 can be used only for the
purposes and indications stated as per the guidelines issued
by the National Emergency, Crisis and Diseases Management
regarding “Coronavirus Disease 19 (COVID19) Serologic Test

Recommendations- 15 Edition”.

e Restricting COVID-19 serological testing only for
inpatients at hospitals and research purposes and not to be
offered for outpatients or walk in patients at health

facilities.

e The price for COVID-19 serologic test paid by the
client/patient should not exceed AED 100/-. This will
include all fees, to mention (but not limited to) taking a
sample, conducting a lab test, issuing the result or

certificate, etc.

Dubai Healthcare City Authority, P.O. Box: 505001, Dubai, UAE
T +971 4 383 8300 F +971 4383 8359

dhcr.gov.ae

sl dadall 15 &y dals o s3lall ppasdll Le 2l
vadll alaniwd &lingl Olassedl” oliy 2020-70-1
seaxl 3457 5lb] 9o £ Jodl slawodl— 19 3,898 Jlaall
3 Losdall L all Slosn)l dlsd olaa) Ugisall
' U Gle dagiill 595119 34895 dxil> dglgo
Il pas i) Jasll pandll plani_wl giey @
plaxiiwl =iy 39 19 34895 LgyoS Gwosedy Lo}l
Jozll 5yilag 8392l Hlis &hhs 353 Lol
0oliedl Gle aall Gasall clys| JL_nzdl o
L3l ipdl Slaszsdl § B9 anall Slolsni_wily
Slasls tsslahall 8yl58 duiboll diig)l (o 8y5L_all
o0932) Sl panall alssiwl oliy &slsslg
Jodl 5laodl —19:5485S Lg)ysS

1934855 BgyoS ugssd) Gluanll paxall el sy o

0obeds hdd b b wally Guals Nl el Lle

3ol Lgoaads e gliadl o alll Condl
Aall sliiall ralios Gamlal

- 19 34855 BgyoS pwosut) Gluaall axdlldus i o
glo 3ol 3 o g ~Jolziall Jib o0 @85 3
laiog ipoaunsll 4818 als tundl AxS oy 100 538
oamdll elya] dig=ll 351 "y andl § Jlial Juw Ole
5] b slgdl of il Hlao] s rinall

oanioll Ayl lloVli 3 2:0:0 s Al paa Gigao Al
+QVI € PAF APO9 D +QVIE AP AP




Dubai Healthcare City Authority
Regulatory - LotAdill EUaS

&

GOVERNMENT OF DUBAI

Refrain from posting any advertisement, media material,
putting signage, issuing brochures or statements etc... that
can mislead the public about the usage of Serologic Test

for COVID-109.

All clients/patients should be guided in a very clear and
explicit manner about the purposes of COVID-19 Serologic

test clearly, when they request to do the test.

All medical laboratories, equipped to provide such test,
should obtain a permission from Dubai Healthcare City
Authority-Regulatory prior to providing the services and

receiving samples from healthcare facilities.

COVID-19 serological test requests and results do not
need to be entered in HASANA.

COVID-19 Serologic report (for both negative and
positive results) should include a disclaimer (see
below) and to be clearly mentioned in the result
report and in SMS msg) at the end of the report
interpreting the result and the usage of the test. The
healthcare providers are responsible to guide and
explain the serologic test result to the patient clearly
and explain to them required actions that need to be

taken as per the related standards and policies.

Refrain from using point of care testing (POCT) or
Rapid Test for COVID-19 as per the circular issued by
DHCA on 28-04-2020 concerning “Advice against
COVID-19 Rapid Tests”
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Disclaimer Statement in Serological testing for COVID-19

The following comments or similar disclaimers should be used to help interpreting
results:

e Negative result:

“This sample does not contain detectable SARS-CoV-2 IgG (or 1gG/IgM as
applicable) antibodies. This negative result does not rule out SARS-CoV-2
infection. Correlation with epidemiologic risk factors and other clinical and
laboratory findings is recommended. Serologic results should not be used as
the sole basis to diagnose or exclude recent or past SARS-CoV-2 infection.
This assay was performed using (specify platform & technology used)

This test is not suitable for diagnosis of COVID-19 Infection; and any suspected
case should be testing with RT- PCR. (This should be clearly mentioned in the
result report and in the SMS msg).

e Positive result:

“Results suggest recent or prior infection with SARS-CoV-2. Correlation with
epidemiologic risk factors and other clinical and laboratory findings is
recommended. Protective immunity cannot be inferred based on these results.
Infrequently, false positive results may be due to prior infection with other
human coronaviruses. Serologic results should not be used as the sole basis to
diagnose or exclude recent or past SARS-CoV-2 infection. This assay was
performed using (specify platform & technology used).

This test is not suitable for diagnosis of COVID-19 Infection; and any suspected
case should be testing with RT- PCR. . (This should be clearly mentioned in the
result report and in the SMS msg).
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